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___ 
12 August 2020 
 
Dear Clare 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 July, following our appearance at Committee on 27 July, 
about the reopening of schools. You asked for some details to be provided before the start of 
school return.  This letter addresses those topics, as well as some others where information 
is available.  For those topics where you have asked for information relating to the end of 
August, and where details are still being confirmed, we will send you a further letter at the 
end of the month. 
 
Education Recovery Group 
 
The Education Recovery Group will continue to exist after the return to school, monitoring 
the situation in schools, reviewing emerging scientific advice and standing ready to update 
guidance if circumstances change. The group will next meet on Friday 14 August to discuss 
early feedback from the reopening of schools, and to consider how it will best operate going 
forward, including ongoing governance arrangements such as links to the Scottish Education 
Council, and the frequency of meetings. Minutes of the group will continue to be published 
online. 
 
Equity Audit 
 
You asked for an indication of the revised timescale and details of the approach to be taken 
to our work on an equity audit, to enable ongoing scrutiny.   
 
As you know, we have already committed to furthering our understanding of the impact that 
the Covid-19 pandemic has had on children and young people’s education and wellbeing. 
However, to maximise the value of this work it is important that the design is developed 
alongside partners from across the education system.  
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Officials have been scoping plans to develop our approach, with engagement having taken 
place with Education Scotland, Local Authorities, Professional Associations, Third Sector 
partners and others. 
  
Crucially, the work should deepen our understanding of the impact of Covid-19 on children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and lead to targeted improvement strategies.  The work 
should have value for all stages in the education system, from individual children and young 
people, to schools, local authorities, professional associations and national government. 
 
Despite the title, we do not view this as an ‘audit’, but instead a collaborative approach with 
partners to best support the quality of teaching in the classroom. It must not be an additional 
burden on the system as schools ready themselves to bringing children back full time.  It is 
clear that our immediate priority is the safe reopening of schools, and as such the timescales 
for this work are still dependent on capacity across the various stakeholders, and the 
practicalities and resource required to manage the return to full-time schooling. We will be 
pleased to keep the Committee informed as the practical arrangements for the Equity Audit 
become clearer. 
 
Workforce 
 
The Scottish Government has made a significant investment in our education workforce. 
In addition to the previously-announced £45m for local authorities to recruit additional 
teachers, and £5m to recruit additional education support staff, on 30 July the First Minister 
announced a further £30m investment to support the recruitment of teachers. 
 
Local authorities are working through their normal fair and open recruitment processes that 
are not limited to which candiates can be offered a post. This therefore will include post-
probationers, recently qualified teachers or any other qualified teachers as have applied.  We 
will provide figures on recruitment of NQTs and RQTs by the end of August. 
 
Discussions are currently ongoing regarding the distribution of the additional 
£30milion.  Once those processes have been completed, that £80m funding will be available 
to bring in the most appropriate additional support required as per the local needs of young 
people.  . 
 
We will also work with the GTCS to encourage retired teachers and those who are not 
currently teaching back into the profession wherever this proves necessary and appropriate 
locally. 
 
Enhanced testing 
 
You asked about enhanced testing, and in particular the timing of its introduction.  
In practice, this will not be one measure introduced on one date.  We will be taking a series 
of steps under our enhanced surveillance and testing programme for schools and Early 
Learning and Childcare.  This will include, from the start of term, full application in schools of 
Test and Protect, outbreak management and rapid testing for all those with symptoms. 
Schools will be able from then to register their symptomatic staff as key workers, so as to 
ensure priority access to such testing. 
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There will also be close ongoing monitoring of the virus in schools, and amongst 
school-aged children and staff, again from the start of term. The enhanced schools 
surveillance will pull together data from both existing healthcare and education sources, and 
new sources such as a new record linkage study that will allow us to track risks in staff 
groups.  We are also developing additional surveillance, involving testing cohorts of pupils 
and staff. This will allow us to cast more light on transmission and prevalence for older pupils 
and staff in schools throughout the country. We expect testing under this aspect of the 
programme to start during September, and will keep the committee informed of progress.  
 
Taken together, these surveillance measures will allow us to report regularly against key 
parameters and to make rapid adjustments in the light of evidence of developments on the 
ground.   
 
Academic year 
 
Your request for more detail on the nature of any changes to the structure of the academic 
year, by the end of August, has been noted.  We will provide an update in due course. 
 
Implementation of guidance 
 
Local authorities have worked at pace to implement the guidance following publication of the 
guidance on 30 July. The Scottish Government has committed £20m to support councils in 
the logicistics of re-opening (including cleaning and transport). 
 
An additional £30m from the Scottish Government will be made available to local authorties 
in line with a data collection exercise on additional costs coordinated by the joint Scottish 
Government/COSLA Education Resources Recovery Group. Following the assessment of 
these claims, the Scottish Government will review whether there is a need for any further 
funding. 
 
We are happy to share high-level findings of this exercise with the committee in due course.  
 
Wraparound care including breakfast clubs 
 
You asked for details of the extent to which wraparound care on school sites will be 
reinstated, be it by schools or other providers, and when this will be in place. 
  
There is no statutory duty for local authorities to provide school age childcare, however from 
15 July regulated school aged childcare services could reopen if they wished to do so. The 
Scottish Government published guidance on 3 July to support the safe reopening of school 
aged childcare. On 30 July the Scottish Government published refreshed guidance to 
support the school aged childcare sector, which comes in to effect from 10 August and takes 
account of the latest public health and scientific expert advice.  
 
COSLA is not currently collecting any information on school age childcare services operating 
within schools from the return in mid-August. These services are discretionary and across 
Scotland there is a mix of local authority, private and third sector provision.  Data about 
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provision of such services is not held uniformly by local authorities. Councils and schools are 
working at pace to support the return of children to schools over the coming weeks, and will 
look to maximise support for children and families wherever possible. 
 
Weekly data is currently being collected by Scottish Government via the Care Inspectorate 
about the number of registered school-age childcare services which are operational, and 
how many children are attending each service. This will continue to be collected when 
schools return. 
 
Subject choices and young people’s pathways 
 
Guidance on the reopening of schools encourages schools to plan their curriculum with 
colleges, including looking at issues of timetabling, transport, and the use of digital 
resources. This approach helps support as broad a range of options as possible to continue 
to be available to our young people, where these can be safely delivered. It aids schools in 
making decisions, in consultation with learners and parents, on the best design of their 
senior phase with the appropriate pathways for their young people. 
 
SDS and SQA are working together on adaptations for Foundation Apprenticeships, to 
ensure that they are available and achievable for new entrants and for those returning to 
their second year in August 2020. Education Scotland will work with practitioners as they 
help learners to build on the learning they experienced during lockdown as they return to 
school, and adapt to new delivery and improvement approaches. 
 
CERG will continue to engage with local authorities and other partners to understand the 
ongoing impacts of Coronavirus on the delivery of education, including the pathways 
available in the senior phase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR STEPHEN MCCABE  JOHN SWINNEY 
COSLA      SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
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